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Okokhere and colleagues' (Lancet Infect Dis. 2018 Mar) analyses of 284 hospitalized Nigerian Lassa fever cases showing a 24% mortality rate is a timely reminder of the persistent threat to global health security of lethal viral hemorrhagic fevers. Nigeria is currently experiencing a Lassa Fever outbreak, with at least one case across 20 states, 81% of cases being predominantly from 3 states (Edo, Ondo, Ebonyi). Mortality was 24.8% in 408 positive cases (1781 suspected) between January 1 st and 8 th of April 2018. 1 Twenty-seven health care workers have been infected. Lassa fever features prominently in the 2018 WHO Blueprint of priority list of global infectious diseases threats 2 due to its epidemic potential and high mortality rate. Imported primary and secondary cases of Lassa fever have been described in industrialized countries. 3 Every year over 10 million pilgrims from 184 countries gather in Saudi Arabia for the Hajj or the Umrah. 4 A substantial number of pilgrims are elderly with comorbid diseases. 4 Nearly 100,000
pilgrims from the four countries in West Africa where Lassa fever is endemic, and from areas with recent outbreaks participated at the 2017 Hajj (Table 1 
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